[Tuberculosis of the tongue in a patient with disseminated pulmonary tuberculosis].
A 51-year-old man, heavy cigarette smoker, a homeless alcoholic, with disseminated lesions in lungs and with ulceration and infiltration of the tongue is presented. Treatment with antibiotics was ineffective. He was admitted to the otolaryngological department because of suspicion of the tongue cancer. The histological examination of the tongue biopsy revealed tuberculous granuloma. In the pulmonological department, on admission the patient was cachectic, with massive oedema and ulceration of the tongue, and enlargement of the cervical lymph nodes. He was fed through the gastric tube. He had severe pain of the tongue demanding treatment with opiates analgesics. Chest x-ray revealed disseminated lesions in lungs. Antituberculous therapy was administered because of suspicion of tuberculosis of the tongue and lungs. During the treatment clinical improvement was observed. Tubercule bacilli were grown in the sputum culture after 6 weeks of observation. After 8 weeks of antituberculous therapy regression of lung lesions and healing of the tongue were observed. The patient continued treatment for 6 months in the Lung Disease Outpatient Clinic.